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44 I would like Anthony to feel the significance of
Compassion as compared with Pity. I would like
him to be fundamentally humble and tender, without
which we cannot hope to help one another; and I
want him to have no intellectual arrogance, or that
fatiguing dialectical skill that scores; but a desire
to search for and to find the Truth.

" I would like him to have no blindness of heart,
and perfect moral manners as well as moral courage.
Most of the earlier virtues which I care about have
passed out of fashion. Consideration for the old,
and discipline for the young, and, although the fear
of God has disappeared, it has taken with it both
Awe and Mystery.

" I want my son to keep his Saturdays as well as
his Sundays ; to protect people's failings instead of
making copy out of them, and to spread what is of
good report. I want him not to laugh at other
people's Gods, and never to be afraid of saying what
is right, even if it is, or even if it is not, an epigram.

" Thanking you for all you do for him,

" I am always,

" Yours in sincerity,

" MARGOT ASQUITH."

My son is not spoilt, and, if he keeps his health, should,
I think, go far in life. The Headmaster of Winchester,
in thanking me for a letter I wrote to him, after hearing
who had won the Balliol Scholarships, wrote to me:

"I do indeed value your assurance that you are
grateful for my charge of Anthony. It is a heavy
responsibility, to put it in a negative way, not to dim the
brightness of young and rare spirits like his, or of the great
literature which he loves. Yes, he is indeed a rare spirit.
I look forward eagerly and wistfully to find Ms proper
niche/'